EVOLVING PROGRAM—AS OF 17 FEBRUARY
AquAlliance
and the
Vernal Pool Recovery Plan Implementation Regional Working Group 
of Butte, Glenn, Tehama and Shasta Counties
present
Vernal Pool Landscapes: Past, Present, and Future
A Conference in Chico, California, April 11-13, 2018

1. Wednesday Morning

a.  Barbara Vlamis—AquAlliance
     Welcome
b.  Scott McMillan—AECOM 
     “The conservation and management of vernal pools in Southern California: Tracking our 
     path to today and planning our path to tomorrow”
c.  Russ Huddleston—Applied Science & Technology 
     “Past Research at a large preserved vernal pool landscape: 1. Jepson Prairie”
d.  Barb Castro—Northern California Botanists
     “Past  research at a large preserved vernal pool landscape. 2. Vina Plains Preserve”

2. Wednesday Morning

a.  Kirsten Bovee—Lassen National Forest
     “Livestock grazing affects vernal pool specialists more than habitat generalists in montane
     vernal pools on the Modoc Plateau”
b.  Kyle Merriam—Plumas National Forest
      “Hydrologic influences on plant community structure in vernal pools of northeastern
      California”
c.  Eva Butler—Sacramento Splash
      “Falling in love with vernal pools:  How Splash turns kids into conservationists”

Buffet Lunch provided by the Sierra Nevada Brewing Company

3. Wednesday Afternoon

a.  Don Hankins—California State University, Chico   WEDNESDAY KEYNOTE SPEAKER
      “Ecocultural species of vernal pool ecosystems: Case study from the Miwkoʔ Waaliʔ”
b.  Cara Clark—Moss Landing Marine Laboratories
      “CRAM vernal pool module validation and applications in vernal pool landscapes”
c.   Jennifer Buck-Diaz and Carol Witham—California Native Plant Society
      “Rings around the posies: Updates on the classification of vernal pool vegetation”

4. Wednesday Afternoon

a.   Dan Rohlf—Lewis and Clark College
b.   Niall McCarten—University of California, Davis 
“Effects of variation in landscape structure and regional climate on vernal pool hydrology
 and plant species distribution”
c.    Rich Lis—California Department of Fish and Wildlife
        “The United States versus Duarte Nursery: a summary of the hydrological and biological
        effects of the tillage as assessed by the federal expert team, and description of the final 
        settlement agreement”
Wednesday Evening, following the talks
Poster Session, and Social Hour with hors d’oeuvres and no-host bar


5. Thursday Morning

a.   Barbara Vlamis—AquAlliance
      Welcome to the second day of the conference
b.  Brent Helm—Helm Biological Consulting
      on ecology of, and managing for, listed vernal pool branchiopods
c.   Shannon Kieran—University of California, Davis 
      “Using environmental DNA to monitor vernal pool organisms in California”
d.   Jorge Montiel—University of California, Merced 
      “Understanding microbial communities in vernal pools”

6. Thursday Morning

 a.   Leigh Johnson—Brigham  Young University
       “The vernal pool Navarretia and their near relatives—what we know and what we have yet
       to learn about their relationships and genetic structure”
b.   Molly Stephens—University of California, Merced 
      “Diversity above and below ground: the genetics of vernal pool plants and seed banks”
c.   Daniel Toews—University of California, Merced 
      “Soil effects on an endemic vernal pool annual plant, Limnanthes douglasii ssp. rosea
[bookmark: _GoBack]      (Meadowfoam)”

Buffet Lunch provided by the Sierra Nevada Brewing Company

7. Thursday Afternoon

a.    John Vollmar—Vollmar Natural Lands Consulting, Inc.    THURSDAY KEYNOTE SPEAKER
       “Preserving vernal pool landscapes one piece at a time: How we work within our 
        socioeconomic system to achieve meaningful landscape-scale conservation”
b.    Speaker from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service
c.    Paul Hann—State Water Resources Control Board    

8. Thursday Afternoon

a.   John Vollmar—Vollmar Natural Lands Consulting, Inc. 
      “The complexities of vernal pool habitat conservation: A multi-scale, multi-dimensional 
       analysis of conserved habitats in California's Great Valley”
b.   Lindsey Cavallaro—Environmental Science Associates 
      “The City of San Diego’s Vernal Pool Habitat Conservation Plan”
c.    John Hunt and Paul Kirk—Northern California Regional Land Trust 
     “Landowner-led strategies for conserving vernal pool rangelands”


Friday 13 April Fieldtrips to local vernal pool landscapes
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