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Course Goals:  
• Critically read and discuss both 

classical ecological studies and 
contemporary hot topics in 
ecology 

• Develop an appreciation of how 
classical ecological studies have 
influenced current ecological 
thinking 

• Comprehend how paradigm shifts 
in ecology occur, and whether 
there are common features that can 
be applied to the design and 
analysis of future studies 

• Develop skills for writing a 
publication quality review on an 
ecological topic in need of 
synthesis 

• Improve oral communication skills 
when discussing scientific 
concepts 


