Documents and presentations for this meeting are available online at IEPR Workshop, Meeting and Request Comments,
https://www.energy.ca.gov/event/workshop/2020-08/session-1-economic-and-demographic-scenarios-electricity-rates-and-self,  

Theme of analysis is that COVID introduces a lot of uncertainty and they will need to revise most of the analysis before formally updating numbers in January.

The following notes are comparing current projections with 2019 projections.  File is called “Presentation – CEDU 2020-2030 Background, process, demand cases, and preliminary analysis S1.2” – find it at the above link – or as file on shared drive.
Population growth rate adjusted down. Now projection over 42 million in 2030 in California compared with previous prediction of 43.5 million. Causes included less migration in, lower birth rate, slightly shorter life expectancy. They didn’t break out the details of the many causes.

Smaller number of households as well (14.5 million in 2030 compared with 14.6 or 14.7 million before.) This is due to decreased growth rate. The number of households at end of 2019 was higher than had been projected.

Income growth dipped in a big way this year. But, they project that it will recover and end up with just slightly higher value than projected last year.

Commercial employment dips a lot in 2020, then projected to recover by 2023. Project to be ~2% lower in 2030 than originally predicted.  Moody’s prediction appears to be overly optimistic.  The prediction is for a faster recovery than was seen the previous time around.

Commercial floorspace is reduced compared with last year’s projection. (in 2030, 7,750 MM sq ft rather than > 7,900 MM sq ft.)

Manufacturing employment has been dropping in general, though some increase from 2010 to 2019. Near-term decrease is anticipated. By 2030, it will have decreased, but not as much as previously projected.

Consumption: 
Starting point is ~2% lower than was expected. 2019 was relatively moderate. Had a decline of economic growth. Reason might be due to slow down in economic activity. With an additional drop in 2020 – maybe additional 4%.  Total of 6% less in near term. Expect some recovery. So, the end result is probably 4-5% less than was previously projected for 2030.

Formal adoption of forecast update will be in January 2021 – after they have been able to evaluate COVID a little better.

They are changing how they profile the behind-the-meter solar to include data from the utilities and include tilt and azimuth, which changes slightly the shapes of the profiles that they calculate. There was a whole presentation on this "Updating Historical Behind-the-Meter PV Information."

Discussion tidbit: It sounds like they reduced load by getting ships to unplug and by getting data centers to move to back-up power.

Electricity pricing:

Wildfire mitigation, grid modernization, and electrification are investments that increase the cost.  They are predicting rate increases of 4%-5% with the low demand scenario being most expensive.

I’ve put some of the files in the shared folder in a separate folder called CEC publications and postings





